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SUBJECT: LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS: GOVERNMENT MASS RALLIES EOCUS 
ON U.S. EMBASSY 

1. SUMMARY: TWO GOP-ORGANIZED MASS RALLIES ON THE MANILA 
OFRESHORE BRACKETED THE U.S. EMBASSY MARCH 31. PRESS ACCOUNTS 
DESCRIBE A MARCH-PAST OF YOUNG PEOPLE AS A "DEMONSTRATION," BUT 
EMBASSY OBSERVERS BELIEVE THEY WERE PRIMARILY MOVING FROM ONE 
RALLY TO THE OTHER. BOTH RALLIES STRESSED THE RECENTLY RE- 
EMPHASIZED ANTI-FOREIGN THEME OF THE GOVERNMENT'S ELECTION 
CAMPAIGN. AT ONE RALLY, PRESIDENT MARCOS DENOUNCED "THE 
WHITES ' WHO " ARE TRYING TO DESTROY THE REPUBLIC." END SUMMARY. 

2. TWO GOVERNMENT-SPONSORED POLITICAL RALLIES AETERNOON OF 
MARCH 31 TOOK PLACE ON OPPOSITE ENDS OF ROXAS BOULEVARD, WHERE 
U.S. EMBASSY IS LOCATED. SEVERAL THOUSAND YOUNG PEOPLE 
WEARING TEE-SHIRTS OF THE OOP'S YOUTH ORGANIZATION KABATAANG 
BARANGAY MARCHED PAST THE EMBASSY WAVING PLACARDS DENOUNCING 
FOREIGN INTERVENTION IN THE INTERIM LEGISLATURE ELECTIONS 
(REETEL). APPARENTLY THE DEMONSTRATORS WERE MOVING 

FROM ONE RALLY TO THE OTHER OR TO THE KB RALLY AT RIZAL 
PARK NEAR THE EMBASSY. THE MARCH-PAST DID NOT APPEAR 
TO US TO BE POINTEDLY DIRECTED AT THE EMBASSY AS SUCH. 
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HOWEVER, MARILA DAILIES APRIL 1 DESCRIBE IT AS "A 
PEACEEUL AND ORDERLY DEMONSTRATION IN FRONT OF THE U.S. 

EMBASSY." 

3. TIMES JOURNAL ACCOUNT COMMENTED, "THE SCENE WAS 
REMINISCENT OF THE PRE-MARTIAL LAW DAYS. YESTERDAY'S 
DEMONSTRATION, HOWEVER, WAS STAGED BY THE KABATAAN 
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BARANGAY AND NOT BY ORGANIZATIONS CONSIDERED SUBVERSIVE 
BY THE GOVERNMENT. IT WAS A PEACEEUL RALLY.” BULLETIN 
TODAY ADDED THAT "NOT ALL CONTINGENTS WERE ABLE TO PARTI- 
CIPATE IN THE EMBASSY DEMONSTRATION BECAUSE OE THE 
LIMITED AREA OUTSIDE THE MEBASSY GATES. ONLY MARCHERS 
EROM PASAY (A SOUTHERN SUBURB) AND THE FOLK ARTS THREATRE 
TOOK PART." 

3. BOTH PRESIDENT AND MRS. MARCOS ADDRESSED THE MASS 
RALLY AT THE FOLK ARTS THEATRE IN THE CULTURAL CENTER 
COMPLEX. BOTH STRESSED THE ANTI-FOREIGN THEME WHICH HAS 
BEEN GIVEN INCREASING EMPHASIS IN RECENT DAYS. TIMES 
JOURNAL DESCRIBED THE PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS AS "HIS 
STRONGEST SPEECH SINCE THE START OF THE CAMPAIGN." CITING 
"FOREIGN " EFFORTS TO HAVE OPPOSITION LEADER BENIGNO AQUINO 
RELEASED FROM DETENTION, THE GRANTING OF ASYLUM TO 
FORMER SENATOR RAUL MANGLAPUS, AND CIA EXPOSES OF US 
PRESSURE ON PREVIOUS PHILIPPINE PRESIDENTS, MARCOS SAID 
IT IS APPAREENTLY THE INTENTION OF THESE FOREIGN ELEMENTS 
TO DIVIDE AND RULE THE COUNTRY. " THE WHITES (SIC) WONDER 
WHY I AM ANGRY OVER THIS. WHY SHOULD I NOT BE WHEN THEY 
ARE TRYING TO DESTROY THE REPUBLIC. THEY MAY BE OUR 
FRIENDS, BUT THEY CANNOT DO THIS TO US." HE ALSO 
CHARGED THAT THE OPPOSITION LABAN GROUP'S "OBJECTIVE IS 
TO SET UP AN ORGANIZATION FOR THE MASSES IN METRO MANILA 
WHOSE SOLE PURPOSE IS TO DEMOLISH THE REPUBLIC." 
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4. EARLIER AT THE SAME RALLY, MRS. MARCOS SAID, "ANY 
VICTORY FOR THE OPPOSITION WILL BE EXPLOITED BY BY THEIR 
FOREIGN SUPPORTERS TO AGITATE OUR PEOPLE. THIS IS A 
COMMON TACTIC WHICH OUR ENEMIES ABROAD HAVE USEDUUCCESS- 
FULLY IN OTHER COUNTRIES. IT WOULD BE A PITY IF WE GIVE 

ANY VOTE TO THE OPPOSITION, WHICH HAS ALLOWED ITSELF TO 
BE USED BY FOREIGNERS TO DIVIDE THE FILIPINO PEOPLE AND 
SOW HATRED AND DISSENTION IN THEIR MIDST." 

5. NEITHER MARCOS ADDRESSED THE KABATAANG BARANGAY'S 
RALLY AT RIZAL PARK. 

STULL 
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